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Overview

The module requires a cron system to process VM deployments, package changes, backups, and
other automated tasks. Two cron modes are available, and you can choose the one that best fits
your environment.

Cron Modes

Mode 1: WHMCS Hook (Default)

In this mode, the module hooks into the standard WHMCS cron and executes its tasks
automatically each time the WHMCS cron runs.

Advantages:

® No additional configuration required
®* Works out of the box after module activation
® Uses the existing WHMCS cron schedule

When to use: This is the recommended mode for most installations. If your WHMCS cron runs
every 5 minutes (the standard recommendation), this provides timely task execution.

No additional crontab entries are needed. Just ensure the standard WHMCS cron is running:

*/5 * * * * php -q /path/to/whmcs/cron/cron. php
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Mode 2: Standalone

In this mode, the module's cron runs independently from the WHMCS cron via a separate crontab
entry. This gives you independent control over the module's cron frequency.

Advantages:

® Independent schedule from WHMCS cron
® Can run more frequently for faster VM provisioning
® Useful if your WHMCS cron runs less frequently

When to use: Use standalone mode if you need the module to process tasks more frequently
than your WHMCS cron runs, or if you want to separate the module's workload from the main
WHMCS cron.

To set up standalone cron, add the following to your server's crontab:

*/5 * * * * php -q /path/to/whmcs/modules/addons/puq proxmox kvm/cron. php
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Cron Mode

© WHMCS Hook — Cron tasks run automatically via WHMCS AfterCronjob hook (~every S min}

® Standalone Cron File — Add cron.php to system crontab (runs every minute, intervals managed internally)

>_ Crontab Setup

Add the following line to your system crontab ( crantab -e )

''''' php /home/whacs -dev-pug-pl/web/whacs -dev. pug.pL/publ ic_htm1/modules/addons /pug_proxmox_kvn/cron.php > /dev/null 2>81
U usage: phe cron.p hp cron.php —-task=p us: php cran. php --List

@ Task Intervals

Task Interval (min)  Last Run status

Pro | 2026.04-1003:34.00 =

con ONS

Remove Old Snapshots 1 2026041003300 =n

Restore Backup Status 1 2026041003340 [acrre]

Now Backup Status 1 2026-04-1003:34:00 [ acrve ]

Schedule Backup i 2026.04-1003:34:00 o=

P 2026.04.1003:3400 =

& Concurrency Protection

Lock Timeout t (seconds)

600

If a cron process runs longer than this, the lock is considered stale and will be automatically removed on the next run. This prevents stuck locks from blocking all future cron executions. Default: 600 (10 min).

Configuring Cron Mode

The cron mode is configured in the addon settings:

1. Navigate to Addons > PUQ Proxmox KVM



Go to the Settings page

Select the Cron tab

Choose your preferred cron mode: WHMCS Hook or Standalone
Save settings
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Cron Mode

® WHMCS Hook — Cron tasks run automatically via WHMCS AfterCronjob hook (~every 5 min)
© Standalone Cron File — Add cron.php to system crontab (runs every minute, intervals managed internally)

@ Task Intervals

Set execution interval for each cron task in minutes. Set to 0 to disabie a task. Intervals apply to both WHMCS Hook and Standalone modes.
Task Interval (min) Last Run Status
Process Virtual Machines 4 2026-04-10 03:3400 EB

ovisio

oy, clone, set IP, CPU/RAM, disk, network, cloudinit). Also handles package changes and DNS record

Remove Old Snapshots 1 2026-04-10 03:34:00 [acve]
Removes snapshots that have exceeded the; o pshot: .
uic's
Restore Backup Status 1 2026-04-10 03:34:00 [cve]
Monitors progress of backup restare operations. Sends confirmation email when restore completes successfully. -
ault
Now Backup Status T 2026-04-10 03:34:00 [acTve]
Monitors progress of on-demand backup operations. Clears tracking when backup completes or fails o
ault
Schedule Backup T 2026-04-10 03:34:00 [acTve]
Triggers scheduled backups based on per-VM day/time configuration. Automatically rotates old backups when limit is reached. -
ing Statistics 60 2026-04-10 03:34:00 [acTve]
work traffic statistics (in/out) from Praxmox RRD data. Runs ence per hour per VM. Auto-cleans records older than 35 o

@ Concurrency Protection
Lock Timeout (seconds)
600

If a cron process runs longer than this, the lock is considered stale and will be automatically removed on the next run. This prevents stuck locks from blocking all future cron executions. Default: 600 (10 min).

Task Intervals

Each cron task has a configurable interval that controls how often it runs. These intervals can be
adjusted in the Cron settings page. For details on individual tasks and their intervals, see the

Cron and Automation section.

Verifying Cron Operation

To confirm the cron is running correctly:
1. Navigate to the addon Settings > Cron page
2. Check the Last Run timestamp for each task

3. Verify there are no stale lock files

If tasks are not executing, check:


https://doc.puq.info/../07-cron-and-automation/_chapter.md

® The WHMCS cron is running (for Hook mode)

®* The standalone crontab entry is correct (for Standalone mode)
®* PHP CLI is available at the path specified in the crontab

® File permissions allow the cron script to execute
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